
Forest Elementary 

 

In attendance: Keith Wing, Phil Meyer, Michelle Richter, Elizabeth Dagostino, 

Shira Klaiman, Keli Garas-York, Scott Abel, Ellen Notarius, Alan Schenk, 

Marc Blue, Kalista Cozza, Melissa Jorgenson, Nicole Keller, Kim Saunders, 

Karen, Losi, Stacey Fiegl and Anne Birt. 

PTA Meeting Minutes, March 12, 2018, 6:30 P.M. 

 6:30 Welcome and Thank You/  

           Williamsville School Board Report (Phil Meyer) and PTSA Report 

(Nicole Kller) 

- Last meeting was very long.  The district clerk of long standing retired 

and a new clerk was hired.  

- Candidate packets are out.  Sean Lemay is the only one running again so 

far. 

- Class rank came up again. 

- Went over the budget – no federal funding and state funding is hard to 

come by. 

- Planning for school crises and might be some expenses to deal with this. 

- Superintendant and Amherst Police will give a 20-30 minute presentation 

on safety at the next meeting.   

- PTSA is asking for safety questions to be answered.  1) Police officers 

there all day long or at the beginning and end of each school day  2) More 



social workers or mental health professionals on staff.  Also a discussion 

on infrastructure and how this impacts safety.   

- Possible solution was to have unpredictable and random police presence 

throughout the day.  Close proximity schools would be a good idea so 

officers could easily go between the schools easily.  It was also suggested 

that it should be at the beginning and end of the day. 

- Question was asked if there would ever be police presence at school 

events?   

- It was suggested that it might be a good idea to have more 

counselors/mental health workers. 

- Point was given that school is statistically still the safest place your child 

will be.  Kids are more likely to be injured at school or catch a disease 

than be involved in a school shooting.   

- Question was asked if we currently have a way to identify/support 

children with Mental Health Issues. 

- Another question was asked about if school size might be an issue and if 

this could help.  This was not thought to support the research.   

- Changing physical layout (like having the ability to buzz people into the 

office directly instead of them walking around) was discussed and the 

cafeteria where there are so many windows (maybe a film could be put on 

the windows so they would be more difficult to shoot through).   

- Also, playground safety was discussed and how to protect kids on the 

playground. 

 6:35 Principal’s Report (Mr. Wing) 

- Sebastian’s Lego club was great. 



- No parking on both sides of bus loop.  April it will be permanently a no 

parking zone.   

- The village is doing a proclamation for the art we’ve contributed. 

 6:40 Teachers’ Report (Mrs. Losi) 

-No report 

 6:45 Treasurer’s Report & Armchair Fundraiser Update (Esther              

          Clabeaux & Kim Saunders) 

- Not much during the month of February. 

- Entertainment book money still came in. 

- Picture Day and Niagara Candy Sale.  We did well with the Candy Sale. 

- Also will be money for the 5K. 

- First grade field trip for Maple Sugaring was one of the major expenses. 

 6:50 President’s Report (Michelle Richter & Elizabeth Dagostino) 

o Family Engagement initiative 

o Founders Day Celebration – it was a fun time and it was 

recommended for us to go again. Won a trophy for participation.   

 7:05 Nominating Committee nominees – Elizabeth Dagostino 

- T-shirt drive and coincide with Earth Day and make their own reusable 

bags.   

- Collect t-shirts here to start. 

- Bring your own bag coalition will provide the fliers.   

- Eliminate VP of fundraising  

- Create a communications director position with two assistants and they 

can divide up the roles.   

 7:10 Service to Youth Awards – Alan Schenk 



- Dinner is Wednesday, May 9.  This Thursday by midnight the 

nominations are due.  Then will meet 2 weeks after to select the winners. 

 7:15 Run Forest Run 5K (Jenny Allen)  

- April 21 – Register to run!   

- Fun Fair will have a sign for race.   

- Handing out ½ sheets of paper with information.   

- Still time for sponsors.  Need them by the March 23rd to put them in.  

 7:20 Fun Fair  – Shira Klaiman/Scott Abel 

- Volunteers are needed.   

- Photo booth on the stage. 

- Pizza and popcorn will be served. 

- Books can be earned by playing games and filling a bookmark. 

 7:27 4th Grade Activities – Keli York 

- 4th grade party – dunk tank and photo booth. 

- Slideshow photos 

- Basketball tournament 

- April 26 is the class photo 

 7:35 Old Business 

- Yearbooks must be purchased soon. 

o Vote next meeting for open positions 

o Electronically will be sent those that are running for each position. 

o By-laws will need some revisions. 

o Lost and Found needs to be emptied. 

o PTA area needs to be organized. 

Adjourn: 7:40 


